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PRELIMINARY LIST Of ORTELANU

Farmers involved in Duman Santa Rita

"Agricultural lands" are defined by Republic Act 8435 as “lands devoted to or
suitable for the cultivation of the soil, planting of crops, growing of trees, the
raising of livestock, poultry, fish or aquaculture production, including the
harvesting of such farm products, and other farm activities and practices
performed in conjunction with such farming operations by persons whether
natural or juridical and not classified by law as mineral land, forest land,
residential land, commercial land, or industrial land.”

There are several typologies of farmers in Santa Rita, but one salient feature
is that operations and farming rigors involve family members. They will not
hesitate to get their hands and feet dirty to work on their farms.

Type A - Farmers who own the farm and till the land. They may have
assistants or farm hands.

Type B - Farmers who have a tenantship agreement with the owner of the
land, usually close relatives, and work on the farm. They run the operations
and may own machinery (e.g., tractor) and the damulag. They may have
assistants or farm hands.

Type C - Farmers who own the land and let other persons or families, usually
close relatives, till and harvest from it. They are given a fixed amount every
year by those who farm their land. Depending on the agreement, they are
also given a share of the duman in kind or cash.

Type D - Those involved in several aspects of farming operations as
farmhands or assistants to the farmer.

In employing the case method for studying the Galang Palbibewan, we asked
Renell "Mang Galang” Bucud to tell us the ortelanu who dedicated their farm
or a portion of their farm to duman in 2022. The two lists generated a few
days apart are slightly different. They are both presented here for a more
inclusive list of ortelanu.

The palbibewan verifies the readiness of the lacatan malutu for harvest.
Indicators that the grain has matured (yumuko) can lead to decisions not to
process them for duman. This is to prevent losses for all members of the
community.
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. Families who Dedicate their Fields to Duman Harvested by the
Galang Palbibewan

A. Ortelanu listed by Renell *Mang Galang” Bucud, December 4, 2022,

Linggo.

Name/Family Remarks

Aming Dizon

Arien Dizon

Tony Reyes Tony Reyes leads management, financing, and
administration. Ronald Reyes (son of Tony
Reyes) is the one tilling and taking care of the
day-to-day needs of the farm, including planting
the seeds, nurturing the seedlings, and
transplanting these into the soil. He cares for the
libluban dedicated to duman until the amyam
signals the time for harvest.

Carling Valencia Both Jeffrey Valencia and Ronald Reyes agree
that Carling Valencia is known for producing
good quality seeds and seedlings for duman. He
was trained by his father Buenaventura “Tatang
Ben” Valencia, 80 years old, is the eldest
ortelanu. Tatang Ben left for the United States
fourteen years ago when he found work as an
overseas contract worker. He then entrusted
their farms to Carling. He still inspects their farm
whenever he comes home.

Willy Miranda Cousin Ronald Reyes is the one tilling and taking
care of the day-to-day needs of the farm.

Junjun Guanlao

Tony David

Rodolfo “Dolfo” Simpao
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B. Ortelanu listed by Renell *Mang Galang” Bucod, December 7, 2022

Name Libluban Yield (Pati)
Aming Dizon 5 25

Arien Dizon 7 40

Tony Reyes 5 25

Willy Miranda 6 35
Junjun Guanlao 4 30
Macabulos 8 (70)

The Galang Palbibewan has fifteen manalu for five asung. However, during
the observed harvest last December 5, 2022, after the tagasangle roasted the
duman at mid-morning and there were only six to seven batches, they
decided that only three asung or nine manalu would be needed in the
afternoon.

Reyes-Miranda Families

The duman that Ronald Reyes took care of on the farm of Tony Reyes and
Willy Miranda in 2022 and harvested during the northeast monsoon season
was of good quality. Most of the duman harvested in 2022 was no longer the
same. But not of the yield from those cared for by Ronald. “"Parang bumalik
ang dating duman,” Lito Valencia described the duman harvested from the
farm of the Reyes and Miranda families (cared for by Ronald). "Mamalmalan,”
said Merlita Bucud.

According to Ronald Reyes, the palbibewan and ortelanu have a non-exclusive
relationship. Agreements are subject to negotiations or “dinadaan sa
pakiusap.” The farmer can decide who will reap what was planted on the
farm, although the palbibewan can also request. Resource persons
underscore the importance of agreements that, although not formalized by
contracts, are based on honor and camaraderie so that the whole community
will benefit from a productive yield and good quality duman.
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Ronald Reyes said the "pakyaw” system was implemented from the 1980s to

the 1990s because the harvest was more bountiful then. However, the system
today is 50-50 sharing. This started recently or in the late 1990s because the
premium quality duman became rarer.

A San Matias Quilo Farmers Association is a conduit of benefits for the local
government and the Department of Agriculture's national and regional offices.
For instance, farmers can take advantage of crop insurance, subsidy for
seedlings, fertilizers in kind, or cash. However, these are not specific to
duman because high-yield varieties are preferred.

The Guanlao and Macabulos farms are beside each other near Dalan Quilo.
Ronald Reyes opined that it is unlikely that the Guanlao farm yielded 70 pati
of duman.
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II. Farmers Mentioned by Other Resource Persons
Dizon family

Bernard Dizon is from a family of farmers whose roots are in Barangay San
Vicente.

Jeffrey Alfaro Valencia

Renell "Mang Galang” Bucud did not mention Jeffrey Valencia. Still, when the
latter was interviewed last January 22, he said he also dedicated a portion of
his farm to duman that the Galang Palbibewan harvested.

Simpao Family

Renell "Mang Galang” Bucud did not mention Simpao during the second
interview. The brothers Jaime and Rodolfo “Dolfo” Valencia Simpao were
interviewed last January 22, 2023. They were joined by their siblings, who
volunteered to corroborate, enrich, and confirm data. They revealed that they
allocated a portion of their farm to duman and that the Galang Palbibewan
harvested from them. They asserted that the ortelanu knows when to grow
duman and when it is ready for harvest.

Cueco and Cunanan Family

Several farming families were mentioned by Maria Cecilia “*Maricel” Cuenco
Pagkaliwangan during our last visit on December 23, 2022. These were
corroborated in an interview with Kevin Pefalosa Cuenco last January 22,
2023.

Cuenco family - On the farm at Dila-dila, almost half of the property was
dedicated to duman.

Norlando Cuenco - owns the farm at Dampul

Cunanan family - Three large boxes of land or libluban were dedicated to
growing duman.

In terms of yield, the Cuenco family decided early in 2022 that they would
only need two asung or six manalu in the workforce. Maricel Cuenco
mentioned that they do not accumulate stocks because their duman was
quickly sold out within weeks after harvest and processing or from November
to early December 2022. According to her, patrons make their reservations
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early in the year. When the research team visited her home on December 23,
2022, she was kind enough to sell the last gatang of duman she kept for her
family so that researchers could taste the difference in quality.

Ronquillo family

In an interview last March 2, 2023, Sharon (Ronquillo) Cabusao Silva revealed
that her mother, Adela Ronquillo, is a farm maiden who relocated to Manila
during the Second World War. Adela passed away in 2022 at 104 years old.
Adela has a brother named Arsenio Ronquillo, a farmer. She recalls that their
farm was in San Vicente, near the church. The property of around three
hectares is now only half a hectare and idle. The Ronquillo family are ortelanu
and dedicate a portion of their lot to duman.

The Reyes, Miranda, Valencia, and Simpao families are closely related.



